[Long-term prognosis of kidney cancer with vena cava thrombus. Report of 30 cases].
The authors present a retrospective analysis of 30 cases of renal cancer with vena cava thrombus with a sufficient follow-up to allow analysis of the long-term prognosis. Only three patients are still alive with a follow-up of 12, 34 and 57 months. The actuarial survival for the overall population was 55%, 37% and 22% at 1, 2 and 3 years respectively. Three essential factors influenced the prognosis of these patients: the presence of distant metastases, lymph node invasion and the highest cephalic level of extension of the thrombus. Renal cancer with vena cava thrombus without metastases and without lymph node involvement has a good prognosis (100% 2-year survival), but is very rare (4 out of 30 cases), so that renal cancer with vena cava thrombus must be considered to be a serious disease (3 survivors out of 30).